v                       THE QUEEN AND WALPOLE                     97

policy, she comprehended and sympathised with his
temper and his maxims, and she perceived as clearly as
Walpole himself how closely the stability of the dynasty
was bound up with the firm maintenance of a parlia^
mentary constitution. No two personages were ever
more fitted thoroughly to understand one another than
Walpolo and Queen Caroline. The queen, however,
had some higher intellectual interests, which to Walpole
probably seemed as pure nonsense as they seemed to
King George. She often tried to make him read Butler's
Analogy, but he told her that his religion was fixed, and
that ho had no desire either to change or improve it.
"At no period in the history of our Church," says a
good authority, " has the ecclesiastical patronage of the
Crown been bettor directed than while it was secretly
dispensed by Queen Caroline; for a brief period
liberality and cultivation of mind wore passports to
promotion in the Church." * She offered a bishopric to
Berkeley, and her recommendation led to the preferment
of Butler to Durham. Hoadloy was too political and too
liberal in his politics to be a favourite with crowned
heads, but Haro and Sherlock wore among her best friends.
Her own theological views undoubtedly loaned to the
latitudinarian, the tolerant, and the heterodox, arid
were presumably as empty of spiritual force as the rest
of the rationalism of the time. In her girlhood a
marriage had boon projected with the archduke who
afterwards became the Emperor Charles VI, and she
had with thafc design been instructed in the great con-
troversies between the two creeds, with a view to her con-
version to the Komwh Ohurck When the marriage was
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